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My Very Own Book
 Together, make up a story. Then, encourage your child 
to draw and scribble pictures to tell the story in the 
pages below. Finally, cut out the squares and staple 
them to create your very own book. Have fun reading the 
book aloud and sharing the story with others too!

My Book About

By:
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Just for You!
Writing cards is a nice way to show people you care about them. Below are two 
cards your child can make to tell someone “I Love You” or “Thank You.” Encourage her to 
use crayons or markers to decorate her cards with scribbles, pictures, and words.

©2013 Sesame. ©2013 Sesame.

I Love You!

Thank
You!
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Partner in Literacy

Around-the-House Labels 
Create labels using words and pictures of objects around your house. Then cut them 
out and tape them to the matching objects. Point to and read them together 
throughout the day. Having lots of words around your house can make your child 
more interested in reading and writing! 

If you speak more than one language at home, you might 
create labels for words in multiple languages!
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Talk:
»  What is each of the Sesame 

Street friends doing? 

»  What’s funny about this picture? 

»  What silly thing would you do if 
you were on Sesame Street?  

Read:
»  Read this poem aloud together 

while fi lling in the blanks: 

It’s a silly day on Sesame Street!

Zoe does a silly                     . 

While Rosita strums on her                 .

A pigeon lands on Bert’s                     .

While a spoon hangs right on 
Ernie’s                     .

Spider tickles Elmo’s                     .

While Abby balances a cap 
on Big Bird’s                     !

Write:
»  Now, grab a piece of paper 

and pencil, crayon, or marker! 
Make up a title, and write 
your own silly story about this 
picture using drawings and 
scribbles.

Silly Friends!
Let’s have fun talking, reading, and writing about the picture below! 

MINI POSTER
SESAMESTREET.ORG/LITERACY
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Talking, Reading, and Writing Milestones 
This chart shows milestones from ages 2 to 5 and ways to nurture your child’s language 
and literacy development. Keep in mind that your child develops at his own pace. Check with 
your child’s teacher, doctor, or healthcare professional if you have concerns.

Children ages 
2 and 3 may… 
» Name familiar objects.

»  Like rhyming and playing 
with words.

»  Enjoy the same story 
again and again.

»  Complete a sentence or 
rhyme in familiar stories.

»  Recognize the fi rst letter of 
their own name. 

»  Start to mark and scribble 
on paper. 

Things to try… 
»  Listen and respond lovingly 

to what they say.

»  Point to and name letters, words, 
and objects around you.

»  Make up fun songs using 
words and melodies.

»  Allow them to read the same 
book over and over.

»  Motivate them to draw or 
scribble and tell you about 
what they’ve drawn.

Children ages 
3 and 4 may… 
» Ask lots of questions.

» Enjoy looking at books alone.

»  Remember and retell 
parts of stories.  

» Begin to copy letters.

» Scribble with a purpose.  

Things to try… 
»  Keep writing supplies handy.

»  Explain new words in stories.

»  Play with rhyming words. 

»  Write down the stories they tell 
about their drawings. 

»  Begin visiting the library regularly.  

Children ages 
4 and 5 may… 
»  Enjoy asking about and using 

new words.

» Repeat short rhymes and songs. 

» Recognize some words in print. 

» Draw pictures that tell stories. 

» Identify and print their own name.  

Things to try… 
»   Label things with their names.

»  Encourage them to create 
their own stories. 

»  Point out letters and words 
in signs. 

»  Help them make picture and 
word books. 

»  Get them their own library card. 


